My Three Years in America

INTRODUCTION
MY FUNDAMENTAL POLITICAL V1KXVS BI-TOKK AND DURING
THK  WAR
IT was in my own home, the German Kmbassy in London, whore
the atmosphere was entirely political, that 1 learnt tny first
steeps in politics. My father did not belong to thai class of
diplomats, so prevalent to-day, who treat: politics as an occu-
pation to bo pursued only in their spare time. His whole life
was consecrated to the cause of the German nation, and from
my earliest childhood my mind was filled with the same idea,
to the exclusion of all others,
Owing to my father's share in the negotiations which brought
about the marriage of tin* Kmporor Frcderirk with the? Princess
Royal of England, the Imperial ample became closely connected
with my parents, and, as Crown Prince and Princess, frequently
resided at tin* Embassy in London. It was the entourage of
the Kmperor Frederiek (hat first inspired in me thoso political
views, which, during a long diplomatic, career, gradually crystal*
liml into the deep-rooted convictions of my political outlook.
I believed Germany's salvation to lie in the direction of a liberal
development of Unification and Parliamentary Government, us
also in an attitude of consistent friendliness towards luigland
and the United States of America. Tims, to use a modern
phrase, 1 was an avowed supporter of the Western Policy,
At the present moment, while we arc%standing as mourners at
the grave of our national hopes, Him more than ever convinced,
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